VALE RONALD FRANCIS REIFFEL (1932-2018)
On December 30, 2018 the Richmond Football Club and the sports heritage community lost one of its stalwarts. Ron Reiffel,
the son of Melbourne and South Melbourne player Lou “Pop” Reiffel, played just six games for Richmond in 1951 and 1952,
but his influence upon the maintaining of the club’s heritage was profound. Ron’s family lived at Highett Street, Richmond,
and he debuted with the Tigers’ under 19s in 1949. Affable by nature, he became close friends with many of his Tigerland
idols, such as “Captain Blood” Jack Dyer and Don “Mopsy” Fraser.
Ron had a passion for sport, and with the end of his senior football career he continued playing suburban football or
cricket on the weekends, while earning a crust as a sales representative. Ron was a foundation member of the current
Richmond Former Players and Officials Association in 1959, and served as its secretary. He was honoured with life
membership of the Former Players in 1975, the Richmond Football Club in 1999, and the Richmond Cricket Club in 2002.
Ron was the honorary curator of the Richmond Football Club’s museum, which was situated in the mezzanine of the
social club at Punt Road, from 1996 until 2006. He was universally loved by the football history community and was a
foundation member of the Australian Football Heritage Group in 1996. Upon resigning as curator of the football club’s
museum, Ron established a Richmond Cricket Club museum in the cricketer’s room above. His greatest sporting passion was
cricket, and his personal collection of cricket books was as extensive as that of any cricket bibliophile. Ron also had a great
sense for sports heritage generally. Ron obtained a sequential collection of football scrapbooks created by prominent sports
journalist Hugh Buggy. Buggy died in 1974, but Ron continued the project, using Buggy’s format until 1990. Ron donated
these as well as many Richmond cricket and football publications to the MCC Library. He also worked with the MCG
scoreboard team in the 1990s and 2000s. Ron supplied statistics and facts about the match and was regularly referred to by
commentators. Ron was the father of Test cricketer and umpire Paul, and therefore he scored many of his son’s first-class and
international games.
Ron Reiffel was the friend of a number of the MCC Library’s staff and volunteers. Between discussions upon the
minutiae of sports history and statistics, he would casually retell anecdotes with a boyish grin and a wicked twinkle in his eye.
Although he was polite and softly spoken, Ron was a real people’s person and he is dearly missed.

The MCC Library’s matchday fact sheets can be accessed through the MCC website at:

